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amongst the most powerful and, from the point of
view of peaceful administration, most dangerous
tribes, the Temne and Mende, the percentage was
20 per cent, and 15 per cent, respectively.
The rate of the redemptions in the three Provinces
of the Protectorate was at this time less than 800
per annum, for, from a schedule1 drawn up by
Captain Stanley, the following redemptions took
place from the ist of January 1920 to September
1922, namely a period of about thirty months:
Northern Province     .        .        .        .619
Central Province        ....    958
^Southern Province     .                             373
i,95Q
Captain Stanley, who devoted much time to the
consideration of the whole question, was greatly
impressed by the fact that so few redemptions were
taking place. Some of his subordinates seemed to
be of the opinion that unofficial redemptions were
also being carried out. This, as Captain Stanley
pointed out, was extremely unlikely, because it was
the practice of the Sierra Leone Government to
provide the redeemed slave with a stamped
counterfoil document.
Thus, Sir Ransford Slater was able to use the
powerful argument that, at the rate at which
redemption was then taking place, slavery would
not be abolished in Sierra Leone for something like
1 Sessional Paper No. 5 of 1926.